would have come to believe it. History will perhaps reproach me for having succumbed too easily. There was a little pique on my part. I offered at Malmaison to place myself once more at the head of the army, but the government would not have it, so I left them to themselves.
" The fact is that I came back too soon from Elba, but I thought the Congress was dissolved. No doubt I ought to have declared myself dictator, or have formed a council of dictatorship under Carnot, and not to have called the Chambers together; but I hoped that the allies would feel confidence in me when they heard of my convoking a parliament; and that the Chambers would give me resources that, as dictator, I could not obtain. But they did nothing for me; they were injurious before Waterloo, and abandoned me after it. In any case, it was a mistake to trouble myself about a constitution, as, had I been victorious, I should soon have sent the Chambers to the rightabout. I was wrong, too, to quarrel with Talleyrand. But this sort of talk puts me out of temper. Let us go into the drawing-room and talk of our early loves."ave gone to the Chambers, but I was tired out, and I could not anticipate that they would turn against me so quickly, for I arrived at eight o'clock, and at noon they were in insurrection; they took me by surprise." He passes his hand over his face, and continues in a hollow voice: "After all, I am only a man. But I ought to have put myself at the head of the army, which was in favor of my son, and, whatever happened, it would have been better than St. Helena.
